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Town  of  Valleyview 

(Revised  October  1963) 


1.  LOCATION 

Section  21-70-22-W5  in  Census  Division  No.  15.  This  location  is  78 
miles  southeast  of  Grande  Prairie  on  the  junction  of  Highways  No.  34  and  43. 

2.  ALTITUDE 

2,187  feet  Latitude  - 55/04  Longitude  - 117/17 

3.  TEMPERATURE 

Average  summer  - 58.53  degrees  F. 

Average  winter  - 7.83  degrees  F. 

Average  annual  - 34.8  degrees  F. 

4.  RAINFALL 

Average  annual  rainfall  - 10.2  inches. 

Average  annual  snowfall  - 66  inches. 

Average  annual  precipitation  - 16.8  inches. 

(Note  - Sections  3 and  4 are  taken  from  the  nearest  weather  station  at 
Grande  Prairie.) 

5.  GEOLOGY 

The  Lower  Smoky  River  Shale  or  Kaskapar  formation  forms  bedrock 
at  Valleyview.  The  shales  of  this  formation  are  dark  to  black  marine  shales 
of  Upper  Cretaceous  Age.  These  shales  ore  notably  lacking  in  good  water 
horizons. 

6.  SOIL 

Valleyview  is  in  the  dark  grey  soil  zone. 

Vegetation 

Mainly  woodland  in  which  the  tree  growth  is  frequently  denser  and 
has  mere  evergreens  than  in  the  black  zone. 

Soil  Profile 

Generally  variable  ranging  from  nearly  black  to  grey.  The  surface 
hor'zcn  consists  of  a thin  layer  of  semi-decomposed  leaf  litter  which  may  be 
absent  in  burned  over  areas,  underlain  by  a mineral  horizon  that  con  usually 
be  divided  into  two  parts.  The  upper  part  may  be  black,  grey  black  or  dark 
brown.  The  lower  part  is  frequently  somewhat  leached  of  organic  matter 
and  considerably  greyer  than  the  upper  port.  The  total  depth  of  these  surface 
horizons  averages  about  10  to  12  inches.  The  sub-soils  are  generally  dark 
brown  in  color  and  lime  is  found  at  depths  of  about  30  to  40  inches. 

Fertility 

These  soils  are  usually  not  as  rich  as  those  in  the  black  zone.  Leaching 
cf  the  surface  horizons  has  resulted  in  the  loss  of  some  plant  nutrients 
Nitrogen,  phosphorus  and  sometimes  sulphur  may  be  deficient. 

Land  Use 

A system  of  mixed  farming  that  includes  legumes  and  grasses  in  the 
crop  rotation,  supplemented  with  applications  of  fertilizer  when  required, 
should  be  practised  for  best  results. 
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7.  fflSTORY 

The  first  settlers  reached  the  area  in  1918,  travelling  over  the  old  Edson 
Trail  to  Grande  Prairie  and  to  Red  Willow,  which  is  now  Valley  view.  The 
largest  group  of  settlers  arrived  in  1928  and  1929,  soon  after  the  post  office 
opened.  It  was  not  until  1930  that  the  hamlet  had  ready  road  access  to  the 
outside,  when  a road  was  completed  from  High  Prairie. 

In  August,  1952,  Amerada  Petroleum  Corporation  brought  in  an  oil 
well,  the  first  big  strike  in  the  South  Peace.  Gradually  the  oil  search  gathered 
momentum  and  the  village  started  to  grow.  Trailers  dotted  vacant  lots  and 
cabins  were  hauled  in  to  house  the  heavy  influx  of  oil  workers.  Real  estate 
values  on  the  main  street  soared,  and  new  businesses  opened. 

The  Whitecourt  - Valleyview  cut-off  was  completed  in  1955;  it  provided 
a hard  surfaced  highway  from  Edmonton  to  Grande  Prairie.  In  1958  another 
highway  was  completed,  linking  the  town  with  Donnelly  70  miles  to  the  north. 
With  the  completion  of  this  road,  Valleyview  became  a junction  point  astride 
three  major  highways. 

Valleyview  was  incorporated  as  a village  in  1954  and  as  a town  in  1957. 

8.  LIVING  CONDITIONS 

Valleyview  is  situated  on  a hillside,  giving  the  town  a good  view  in 
all  directions.  Streets  are  wide  and  gravelled,  but  the  town  has  been  growing 
too  fast  for  perfect  planning. 

Good  hunting  and  fishing  are  available  in  the  district. 

9.  ADMINISTRATION 

The  council  consists  of  a mayor  elected  for  a two-year  term,  and  six 
councillors,  two  elected  each  year  for  a three-year  term.  The  secretary-trea- 
surer administers  the  affairs  of  the  town  in  accordance  with  the  policies  set 
by  council. 

10.  LAWS  AND  REGULATIONS 

The  town  hires  one  Police  Constable. 

R.C.M.P.  police  the  rural  areas  and  highways. 


Oil  company  offices  and  new  homes  have  sprung  up  in  Valleyview  with  the  oil  boom 
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Building  Regulations 

All  new  buildings,  repairs  to  buildings  or  removal  of  buildings  must 
be  approved  by  council,  after  which  a permit  is  issued. 

Electrical  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Electrical  Pro- 
tection Act. 

Sanitary  installations  must  comply  with  the  Alberta  Health  Regulations. 

11.  FIRE  PROTECTION 

The  fire  brigade  consists  of  a fire  chief  and  12  firemen. 

Equipment 

One  1953  - 420  GPM  pumper  with  530  gal.  tank.  600  ft.  of  2*/2  inch  hose, 
650  feet  of  1 V'a  inch  hose,  extension  and  roof  ladders,  crowbars,  axes,  coats,  etc. 

Water  Supply 

Water  is  obtained  from  Sturgeon  Lake  and  pumped  into  a 3,000,000 
gallon  reservoir  and  a 100,00  gallon  elevated  tower.  There  are  15  fire  hydrants 
conveniently  located  throughout  the  town. 

12.  TAX  STRUCTURE 

1963  Net  Assessment 


Land,  lOO^^-  of  value 

$169,490 

Improvements,  100^®  of  fair  value 

664,870 

Business 

nil 

Power 

12,240 

Total  Assessment 

$846,600 

Mill  Rale 

Municipal  School  Hospital  Total 
24  39  6 69  mills 

13.  AREAS 

Area  of  town  - 325  acres. 

Streets,  Roads  and  Lanes  - not  available 
Public  Parks  and  Playgrounds  - not  availabM. 

Miles  of  Roads,  Streets  and  Lanes 


Asphalt 

Gravel  Improved  Earth  Total 

Provincial  Main 

2 

2 

Streets  and  Roads 

1.5  .5  2 

Lanes 

1 1 

Total  Miles 

5 

There  are  approximately  1.75  miles  of  concrete  sidewalk. 

14.  SEWER  AND  WATER  MAIN  MILEAGE 

Storm  sewers  - nil. 

Sanitary  sewers  - 5.4  miles. 

Water  mains  - 5.87  miles. 

15.  POWER 

Three  phase  60  cycle  power  is  supplied  under  a franchise  by  Northland 
Utilties  Limited. 
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Domestic  Rotes 

This  rate  is  available  for  115  or  115/230V  service  to  all  residential  cons- 
sumers  who  are  within  reach  of  the  existing  distribution  lines  of  the  company 
(150)  and  who  use  the  company's  standard  service  in  an  individual  residence 
through  a single  meter  for  residential  lighting  and  for  approved  cooking, 
heating  or  utility  appliances  whether  plug-in  or  permanently  connected. 

First  10  KWH  or  less  used  per  month  - $1.50. 

Next  20  KWH  used  per  month  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  270  KWH  used  per  month  - 3c  per  KWH. 

Balance  KWH  used  per  month  - 1.5c  per  KWH. 

Minimum  monthly  charge  - $1.50. 

The  foregoing  rate  applies  where  the  maximum  demand  does  not 
exceed  5 KW.  Where  the  demand  exceeds  5 KW  an  additional  monthly 
demand  charge  of  50c  per  KW  will  be  made. 

Terms  of  Payment  - The  above  rates  are  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid 
within  10  days  of  the  billing  date.  An  additional  charge  of  5^®  will  be  added 
for  collection  charges  and  bills  not  paid  within  10  days  after  the  date  of 
billing. 

Commercial  Rotes 

This  rate  is  available  for  service  to  installations  not  covered  specifically 
by  other  schedules.  It  is  available  to  customers  who  ore  within  reach  of  the 
existing  distribution  systems  (150')  and  who  use  the  company's  standard  service 
through  a single  meter  for  lighting,  power  and  heating  purposes. 

Demand  Charge: 

First  KW  of  connected  load  - $1.50. 

All  additional  KW  of  connected  load  - 50c. 

Energy  Charge: 

First  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 8c  per  KWH. 

Next  50  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  - 6c  per  KWH. 

All  additicnal  KWH  used  per  month  per  KW  of  connected  load  -3c 

per  KWH. 


Modern  schools  provide  complete  education  for  children  of  the  entire  district. 
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Minimum  charge  - The  minimum  monthly  charge  shall  be  equal  to  the 
demand  charge,  but  not  less  than  $1.50  per  month. 

Power  Rotes 

This  rate  is  available  to  all  small  commercial  power  consumers  located 
within  reach  of  the  existing  distribution  lines  of  the  company  (150')  and  who 
use  the  company's  standard  service  at  voltages  of  115  or  230  for  commercial 
power  service  to  three  phase  motors,  two  horsepower  capacity,  or  other 
permanently  installed  electric  devices  of  not  less  than  2 KW  capacity  each. 


Service  charge  - $1.00  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load. 


Energy  Charge; 

First  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 7c  per  KWH. 
Next  30  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 4c  per  KWH. 
All  additional  KWH  used  per  month  per  HP  of  connected  load  - 2.5c 
per  KWH. 

Minimum  charge  - The  minimum  monthly  charge  shall  be  $1.00  per 
month  per  HP  of  connected  load,  but  not  less  than  $5.00. 

Terms  of  Payment  (Commercial  and  Power  Rotes) 

The  above  rates  ore  net  and  apply  to  bills  paid  within  10  days  of  the 
biding  date.  An  additional  charge  of  57«’  will  be  added  for  collection  charges 
cn  all  bills  net  paid  within  10  days  after  the  billing  date. 

16.  WATER 

Water  is  obtained  from  Sturgeon  Lake  and  piped  into  a 3,000,000  gallon 
reservoir,  a 100,000  gallon  elevated  tower  and  the  water  mains. 


Domestic  Rate  (monthly)  - $5.50  plus  $2.50  sewer  charges. 

Commercial  Rate  (monthly)  - From  $5.50  to  $60.00  plus  sewer  charges 
from  $3.00  to  $40.00. 


Water  Analysis 

Total  Solids 

Ignition  Loss 

Hardness 

Sulphates 

Chlorides 

Alkalinity 


Ports  Per  Million 

132 

92 

60 

8 

0 

45 


Nature  of  Alkalinity  - Bicarbonate  of  lime  and  magnesium. 
Nitrites  trace 

Nitrates  trace 

Iron  .5 

Fluorine  nil 


Remarks:  Sediment  - organic  matter.  Chemically  this  water  is  suitable. 

17.  GAS 

Natural  gas  not  installed. 

18.  LJ>.  GAS 

Heat  value  - 2,521  b.t.u.  per  cu.  ft.  at  60  degrees  F. 

100  lb.  cylinders  - $6.50. 

Bulk  - 21c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 1,500  gallons. 
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19.  DIESEL  FUEL 

Heat  value  - 135,000  to  140,000  b.t.u.  per  gallon  at  60  degrees  F. 

All  grades  - 18.3c  per  gallon. 

Storage  capacity  - 3,600  gallons. 

20.  COAL 

Not  used. 

21.  RESOURCES 

Sand,  gravel,  cereal  and  grains,  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  hogs,  dairy- 
products,  poultry  products,  honey,  straw,  grass  seed,  lumber,  oil  and  gas. 

22.  GOVERNMENT  OFHCES  AND  SERVICES 
Federal 

Post  Office,  R.C.M.P.  detachment. 

Provincial 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Department  of  Public  Works  (repair 
depot).  Fish  and  Wildlife  Branch,  Grande  Prairie  Health  Unit  Office. 

Municipal 

Town  Hall  housing  (Council  Chamber,  Secretory-Treasurer,  Public 
Works  Foreman,  Police  Department,  Fire  Department). 

23.  HEALTH  SERVICES 

There  is  no  hospital  in  Valley  view,  the  closest  being  at  Grande  Prairie. 
The  Grande  Prairie  Health  Unit  maintains  an  office  in  the  town  to  examine 
pre-school  and  school  children.  The  office  is  staffed  by  one  resident  nurse. 

Other  Health  Services 

One  doctor  (calling  weekly),  1 drug  store. 

24.  PROFESSIONAL  AND  SKILLED  PERSONAL  SERVICES 

(Excluding  Health  Services) 

Type  of  Service  No.  of  Establishments 

Accountant  1 

Barber  1 

Beauty  Parlor  3 

25.  TRANSPORTATION 

Canadian  Coachways  - 3 times  daily  each  way,  Edmonton  to  Dawson 
Creek  via  Valley  view. 

Truck  - daily  service  to  Edmonton  and  Grande  Prairie. 

26.  NEWSPAPERS 

Valle-yview  Times  - published  by  Sun  Publishing,  Edmonton. 

27.  COMMUNICATIONS 

Alberta  Government  Telephones,  Post  Office,  C.N.R.  Teletype. 

Nearest  Radio  Station  - Grande  Prairie  (CFGP). 

Nearest  T.V.  Stations  - Edmonton  (CFRN-TV,  CBXT-TV). 

28.  HNANCIAL  FACILITIES 

Bank  of  Montreal. 

29.  HOTELS 

No.  of  Rooms  Rates 

Valleyview  Hotel  23  $3.00  up 
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Licensed 

yes 


30,  TOURIST  CAMPS 


No.  of  Units 

Grade 

Rote 

Casey's  Auto  Camp 

1 

4 

star  ] 

2 

3 

star 

. $4.50 

up 

2 

1 

star  1 

M.  A.  Motel 

4 

4 

star 

$5.00 

up 

Sandy's  Motel  & Trailer 

Park  2 

4 

star  1 

1 

3 

3 

star 

$5.00 

up 

1 

2 

star 

1 

Valley  Centre  Motel 

3 

3 

star  ] 

$5.00 

13 

2 

star  1 

up 

Valleyview  Motel  and 

Trailer  Park 

4 

3 

star  1 

1 

4 

2 

star  j 

[ $5.00 

up 

Trailer  Courts 

Sandy's  Trailers,  Valley  Centre  Trailer  Park,  Valleyview  Motel,  Alberta 
Government  Park  campsite  - 25  miles  south  on  Highway  No.  43. 

31.  CHURCHES 

Anglican,  United,  Gospel  Mission,  Church  of  God,  German  Baptist, 
Roman  Catholic. 


32.  LODGES  AND  SERVICE  CLUBS 

Eastern  Star,  I.O.O.F.,  Rebekahs,  Kinsmen,  Chamber  of  Commerce,  Elks, 
Canadian  Legion,  Women's  Auxiliary  Canadian  Legion. 

33.  SOCIETIES  AND  ASSOCIATIONS 

Alberta  Teachers  Association,  Home  and  School  Association,  Com- 
munity Centre  Association,  Women's  Church  Organizations. 

34.  EDUCATION 

The  Valleyview  School  District  No.  3992  is  a unit  of  the  East  Smoky 
School  Division  No.  54.  Grades  1 to  12  are  taught  along  with  the  following 
optional  subjects:  French  (20  and  30),  Art,  Typing,  Drama,  Music. 


The  school  populations  is  made  up  as  follows: 

Grades  No.  of  Teachers 

Elementary  1-6  12 

Junior  High  7-9  4 

High  10-12  3 

35.  THEATRES  AND  HALLS 

Capacity  Stage 

Jubilee  Theatre  350  yes 

Community  Centre  75  no 


No.  of  Pupils 

285 

99 

48 


Piano 

yes 

yes 


36.  CULTURAL  ACTIVITIES 

Nil. 

37.  YOUTH  ACTIVITIES 

Boys  - Scouts,  Cubs,  4-H  Club. 

Girls  - Girl  Guides,  Brownies,  4-H  Club. 
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38.  SPORTS 

Hockey,  baseball,  softball,  skating,  curling. 

Facilities 

Covered  curling  rink  (3  sheets  natural  ice),  open  air  hockey  and 
skating  rink,  baseball  diamond,  school  grounds. 

39.  FAIRS 

Sports  Day  only. 


40.  HISTORIC  SITES 

Nil. 

41.  CO-OPERATIVES 

Co-op  General  Store,  Co-op  Livestock  Association. 


42.  INDUSTRY  AND  BUSINESS 


Accountant  1 

Auto  Repairs  and 

Vulcanizing  4 

Auto  Body  Repairs  2 


og 

u 3 


P s 


2 — 


4 

2 


Bank  1 

Barber  1 

Beauty  Parlors  3 

Building  Contractors  ....  2 

Building  Supplies  1 

Blacksmith  1 

Butchers  2 

Cartage  Delivery  2 

Clothing  (men's)  3 

Clothing  (women's 

and  children's)  2 

Creamery  1 


1 

1 

2 


3 

2 

1 


Doctor  

Drug  Store  ... 
Dry  Cleaners 


1 (calling) 

1 — — 
5 (agencies) 


Electrical  Contractors 


2 — — — 


Garages  and 
Service  Stations 
General  Stores  .. 
Grocery  Stores  .. 

Hardware  

Hotels  


9 — — 9 

2 — — 2 

3 — — 3 

2 — — 2 


3 2 

1.S 

O PQ 
O.  O 

Implements  (farm)  

Laundry  (hand)  

Milk  Distributor  

Motels  

Oil  Distributors  

Oil  Company 

Production  Offices  

Oil  Drilling  

Oil  Service  Companies  .. 
Oil  Supply  Companies  .. 

Plumber  

Pool  Room  

Propane  Gas 

Distributors  

Power  Plants  

Restaurants  

Shoe  Repairs  

Theatres  

Trailer  Courts  

Water  Well  Drilling  .... 
Welding  and 
Machine  Shop  


3 — — 3 

11—1 
1—11 

4 — 4 — 

2 — — — 

2—22 
1 1 — — 

11—1 

11—1 

11—1 


43.  SITES 

Industrial  and  residential  property  can  be  purchased  from  private 
owners  at  reasonable  prices. 

44.  INDUSTRIAL  DEVELOPMENT 

Lumbering  and  mixed  farming  were  the  chief  industries  in  the  area 
until  oil  was  discovered  in  1949.  At  the  present  time  there  are  201  oil  wells 
capable  of  production  from  three  fields  in  the  vicinity  of  Valley  view.  Most 
of  these  wells  are  located  on  80-acre  spacing  units.  The  fields  involved  are 
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Sturgeon  Lake,  about  10  miles  north,  South  Sturgeon  Lake,  approximately  5 
miles  south,  and  Little  Smoky  which  is  ten  miles  south  of  Valley  view.  There 
are  no  estimated  recoverable  oil  reserves  in  the  area,  but  some  of  the  wells 
in  the  South  Sturgeon  Lake  field  have  capped  exceptionally  thick  oil  reservoir 
in  the  Leduc  member  of  the  Woodbend  formation.  Natural  gas  is  found  in 
association  with  oil  in  all  the  reservoirs.  In  addition,  there  are  a number  of 
gas  wells  in  the  general  area  in  which  the  gas  is  not  associated  with  oil  and 
which  are  capable,  pending  development  of  a market.  The  gas  in  this  area 
is  at  the  present  time  considered  to  be  beyond  economic  reach  of  any 
present  market.  Disposal  gas  reserves  ore  estimated  at  229  billion  cubic  feet 
and  contains  105  million  gallons  of  recoverable  propane,  90  million  gallons 
of  recoverable  butane  and  35  million  gallons  of  recoverable  natural  gasoline. 
Gas  which  is  being  produced  at  present  is  being  flared,  except  for  a small 
amount  which  is  being  used  to  power  an  electrical  generating  plant  owned 
by  Canadian  Utilities  Limited. 

The  oil  pipeline  connects  all  fields  with  the  Texas  Mountain  Pipeline, 
shipping  oil  to  the  west  coast. 

45.  TRADING  AREA 

North  - 10  miles. 

West  - 10  miles. 

South  - 50  miles. 

East  - 14  miles. 

46.  POPULATION 

Trading  area  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 2,861. 

Town  population,  1961  Dominion  Census  - 1,077. 


Main  Streets 


the  centre  of  Valleyview's  community  activities. 
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